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Part and parcel of everything we do

Antimicrobials 

• IV-PO switch programmes

• Penicillin allergy review

• Reduction in broad-
spectrum use

Deprescribing

• Structured Medication Reviews

• Green/Social Prescribing

• Include medicines cessation 
info in ALL guidelines

Formulary Review

• Include Environmental 

Assessment in application 

proformas

• Push pharma companies for 

information

Plastic Reduction

• Support the NHS Plastic 
Pledge – eliminate 

unnecessary single use 
plastics

Medication Safety

• Opiate review

• Valproate risk management

• Anticoagulation safety

Waste Management

• Create guidance for hospital 

staff HTM 07-01 ‘Management 

of Healthcare Waste’ 

• Work towards Alliance for 

Water Stewardship certification
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Implementing medicines optimisation

110,910
tonnes of 

greenhouse 
gas 

emissions

179,133 
million 
litres of 

fresh water

NICE 
NG5

13,300 
tonnes of 

waste 



IV antibiotics – the 3rd medicine for carbon zero?

1 in 3 people in 
hospital are on 

antibiotics at any 
on time. 50% are 
on IV antibiotics

Giving IV 
antibiotics has a 
greater carbon 
footprint than 

oral ie. Syringes, giving 
set, WFI, etc

IV antibiotics weigh 
more, single or 10 

packs vs oral so 
transport CO2 

greater

IV to oral switch 
tools exist but not 

always used 
despite previous 

CQUIN

Top 3 AB vials use annually 
in England:

• CoAmoxiclav 1.2g = 7.18m

• Flucloxacillin 1g = 3.90m

• Pip-tazo 4.5g = 6.11m

Switching by one dose 
earlier for these 3 IV 

antibiotics (10% 
reduction) could save 

97,300kg*

Next steps

• Working with others to model CO2 
from IV antibiotics by hospital for RX-
info Define / model hospital system

• Feed into Greener NHS work 
programme

• Drive improvement in IVOS

Contact Laura Whitney l.whitney@nhs.net or Philip.Howard2@nhs.net (NHSE Regional AMS Leads) if interested in being involved

mailto:l.whitney@nhs.net
mailto:Philip.Howard2@nhs.net


World’s first chemo drone delivery announced on 

NHS birthday 

• Treatment can be picked up and dropped to 

patients on the same day

• Usual delivery time cut from four hours to 

30 minutes

• Saving fuel and money and making cancer 

care much more convenient for patients 

living on the Isle of Wight 

• Each drone delivery replaces at least two 

car journeys and one hovercraft or ferry 

journey per delivery





• What will you do….

…..from Monday?


