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what is placemaking?



placemaking isn’t…











placemaking is…



placemaking is an approach and a set of tools 
that puts the community front and centre of 

determining what their place looks like and how 
it functions



placemaking is an approach and a set of tools 
that puts the community front and centre of 

determining what their place looks like and how 
it functions





place trauma to place healing 











principles of placemaking practice 



‘The community is the expert in their own lives.’
Jeanne van Heeswijk





what placemakers are thinking about now -

• Statement of purposes for creative placemaking 
• Creative placemaking should…
• Matrix of competencies for creative placemakers
• Creative placemakers should know about…
• Creative placemakers should know how to… 
• Values and ethical principles for the field
• Creative placemakers should be…



the competencies we know we should have -

• Analysis and strategy making 
• Leadership development 
• Economic development 
• Community development 
• Land use planning 

• Trauma aware / intentional healing 
• Spatial justice – as human and non-human aspects
• Skills to understand › apply › analyse › evaluate › (re)create
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